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12 July 2019 
  

Dear Presiding Officer 
 

The Plant Health (Miscellaneous Amendments) (Scotland) Order 2019  
  

The Plant Health (Miscellaneous Amendments) (Scotland) Order 2019, SSI 2019/242 (“the 
SSI”) was made by the Scottish Ministers under sections 2 and 3(1) of the Plant Health Act 
1967.  It is being laid before the Scottish Parliament today, 12 July 2019 and comes into force 
on 16 July 2019. 

  

Section 28(2) of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 sets out that a 
negative SSI must be laid before the Scottish Parliament at least 28 days before the instrument 
comes into force. On this occasion this provision has not been complied with and, to meet the 
requirements of section 31(3) of that Act, this letter explains why. 

  

Oak Processionary Moth (“OPM”) is a pest which poses a threat to oak tree, public and animal 
health is regulated in the EU Plant Health Directive as a “protected zone pest”. Most of the UK 
(other than an infested area around Greater London) enjoys this protected status. That means 
that oak trees being moved into the UK protected zone from other parts of the EU and from 
the infested area around Greater London must be accompanied by a plant passport.   
 
OPM has been found at several new sites in England and Wales. Trees from the same 
consignments have been imported into Scotland and are being investigated for signs of OPM 
infestation. A cross-border incident management team has been established and rapid action 
is being taken to identify and treat all infested trees. Following a review of the relevant import 
controls, Defra and the Devolved Administrations (“DAs”) in Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland agreed to legislation being made as quickly as possible in July 2019.  
 
The SSI will minimize the threat that OPM poses to oak tree, public and animal health by 
tightening the rules on the import of oak trees into the UK protected zone (including Scotland).  
Defra and the other DAs are introducing similar legislation which will achieve the same result 
for England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
  

Jim Dewar 
Scottish Forestry National office 
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